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« riMft dbuaee aad 
fiMHy got oat iDd didit e m 
u n tkt bMt « w . H»idi>M 
to s«y, tkore wis • jaBj time 
•t the eonNT Mteoa aftor 

boauBt ofcrUxed 
i had to bt ttimhted. 
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oit of tke witar tkat pravod 

tW water mtmiti wtuek 
was srreral weeks so doing. 
Atow litUe seUkment. 
BHotly aaposi. we slapt on 
what we eoild aad ate eon 
bread aad fraab pork cooked 
hf aa Old aegio woeuB, tbe 
pork beiag given by a depoty 
jbtiilf who orfaniaed a bead 
of aaea aad waaC oat aad 
k3ed bogs wherever they 
ioaad tbeoi aad gave the 
•eat away to people who had 
biet everythiag in the flood 
waters aad did not have food. 

At oae piaee we slept in a 
bin in a ban that bad a 
wi«oa load of enttoa ia it 
WeO. we wore tired aad it 
sorely dU ieei good at night, 
bat when we woke op in the 

saed al Ofvar, it 
disagreeable. However, after 
a day oo the river it was 

agaia. Oar mode of 
I. by ha*, 

work trains. 
U M A was DO antoooMlos 

An incident that oecnrred 

Eagle Lake that year was as 
folows-H. Bdordaadl had 
rawed acroas about ooe-
fsarth aiie ol water and 
atraag oat paired wire to 
rtatort service acroos that 
itretdi where 10 or 12 poles 
sad wire were gone. Where 
we landed was a atrip of land 
higher and the water waa not 
ever it. It was probably a 
aale to where the lead wu 
washed away again but that 
entire strip of land was 
surrounded by water, aiaking 
this a eonplete island of 
several hundred acres. We 
did not know there was 
anyone an it and were two or 

One night it was Christmas 
and we were at Meaaa's bouse. 
We received all good pre-
senU Aftar a long tioM. 
SanU Oaaa came to Mema's 
bouse. He were rod and wUte 
and be had a long white 
hoard and a mustache. He 
had roney cheeks and a 
cherry noae. SanU Oaus bad 
abigloadoft<qrson bis back 
ŵhea he came ia the door. 
Then he gave Stacy and me 
priaants After this be left 
and we want home. When we 
got boon, our stockings were 
fuO of toys and candy. What a 
Chrntmaal-Stephaaie Causey. 

One night as Nancy and>̂ ' 
Tracy were in the family 

three hundred yarda from the 
boat when we heard a noise 
and found a man, his wile, 
and baby, kwdê  in our boat 
leaving the shore. We 
managed to stop them. These 
people were so scared and 
hungry I am sure they would 
have been carried away by 
the current aad we would 
have been left stranded. We 
transported them acroae and 
obtained tbe services of a 
farmer and wagon and 
carried tham to Eagle Lake. 

We continued restoring 
tetepboDO lines but did not 
finish that day. Later in the 
day I bad tbe misibrtane to 
get caught in a swift current 
when in the boot by myself 
and was lucky enough to 
catch one lone piling left of a 
bridge that had been swept 
away. Had I miaaed that 
piling wnO. I didn't - but no 
heal or man could have 
fidden that water 20 feet 
bekm that piling. About 100 
feet up stream firem me was a 
portion of raflrond bridge on 
which a railroad maa was 
standing. I never knew his 
name but he was stranded 
too. This man tried catching 
floating timber and tying 
them 00 a wire and fio«ling 
them to me. When a chimk 
came within 20 or 30 ieet of 
me the earrent would pull it 
under, and my piling was aD 
the time swaying like it was 
going under too. After about 
two hours he sncceeded in 
getting me a line and pulled 
me to him. then we both got 
in the boat Well. I thought 
that cwrent bad us both but 
the Railread Coeipany and 
Telephone Company won lor 
we got out and the raihrqr 
track was rebaik in the 
spring. The teiaphone line 
was reatomd t» 
service the next day 
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. their mother said. 
"Don't you think it is time for 
bed? You know SanU CUua 
wiB be bare soon." Then the 
gnis ran upokairs. 

aald, "I win laavt SOM eoeoa 
and cake on the table." After 
a while SanU CUua had oome 
and drank the cocoa. Then a 
voice aaid. "HtA Hot Hoi 
Merry Chriatmaa." Tbay had 
ah>tof gifts. Then the glrla 
jumped out of bad aad ran 
downstairs. They opened 
their presents. They alao aU 
cake and drank the cocoa, 
niey had a bt of fUB.<;ecily 
Hurd. 

To 
cal1%a »4478S 

GoodDMdi 

At USO centen, service-
m n awiy from home will 
find many hoUday acdvitks 
to lessen their loneliness. 
Special dances are held 
during the holidays, with 
young women vohinteering 
M hostesses, and Christmas 
Day dinnen are prepared 
for the servicemen by vohu-
teen from various organi-
xations. Many funiUes will, 
through the USO, invite a 

serviceman to eigoy Chriit-
m u dinner with them in 
their homes. 

Senior citixens also 
receive special attention at 
this time, with many invit­
ing those without families 
into thdr homes for holiday 
cdebratioos. Special Christ­
mas programs are presented 
at senior citizen centers 
everywhere for the enjoy­
ment of our okler men and 
women. 

And. countless unfortu­
nate individuals and fami­
lies are made happier during 
the holidays, thanks to con­
tributions made by the more 
fortunate to community 
organizations. 

There is a beautiful 
legend about the Helle-
borus, or Christmas rose. 
The legend tells of a Uttle girl 
who wept outside the suble 

at Bethlehem, because she 
had no gift to offer the new-
born Babe. An angel 
brushed the earth where her 
tean fell with a wing and lol 
a plant at the child's feet 
began to bloom, blos­
soming into lovely, white 
flowers. The little girl 
eagerly plucked the flowers 
and took them to the 
manger. As they brushed 
the Infant's tiny foot, tbe 
petals flushed a soft pink.' 
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Make It 
A Safe 
Christmas! 

Stockings should be huns by 
the chimney with care, in the 
hope that Saint Nick will soon 
be there — and with some 
thought to Christmas safety. 

"Christmas trees, lights, 
candles, mantel trimmings, 
.your fireplace and even excess 
wrapping paper can be a 
aource for holiday accidents." 
according to Harold Ray. Direr 
tor of the Product Safety Divi­
sion of the Texas Department of 
Health 
- In selecting j9 natural tree. 

y suggests getting one wHh a 
good green rolur The n«fldles 
of a fresh tree should l)e hard to 
pull from the hranchttii. and 
they shouldn I break when 
bent. Bounce the tree hard 
against the ground and vou 
won't get a shower of needles i f 
the tree is fresh." he says. 

Christmas trees should be 
placed in a base which holds 
water, and this should be 
checked regularly Before 
mounting the tree, cut about 
two inches off the trunk to HIIOW 
it to better H)>sorb the water 

Trees should be kept aw.iv 
from stoves, fireplaces and 
radiators whuh could cause 
them to dry out quirkly and 
perhaps ratch fire 

In sele< ting lights, check for 
the Underwriters' l.<«borator-

L'L label On strings of 
lights, make certain all the con-
neclior^ are tight and that 
there are no frayed or t>are 
wires Ttie«e could cause short 
circuits and perhaps a fire 
Outdoor lights should be water­
proof rhey are especially 
Bade for the out of doors 

Lif hied candles should never 
be used on a (Jhnstmas tree or 

( hromium, copper .md zinc that 
(an IK! hiirmfui to children who 
chew or SWHIIOW them. These 
[)«p«TS (an iilsii (iiiisf! loxK 
fumi's if liiirncij m Ihr-

fireplace. 
Some tradttional Christmas 

plants shouldn't be kept in 
homes with very smiill children. 

Mistletoe, holly berries. 

Jerusalem cherry, amaryllis 
and poinselta can cause severe 
gastrointestinal illness, and. 
even death, if ingested. 

"Creativity is at its finest at 

Christmas time as homes are 
made benutiful txith within and 
without. " says Ray. "But plan-
nini; for safely should also be 
part of the holiday season." 

CriMcsMacaae 
The word Christmas is 

actually a combination of 
two words; Cristes Maesse, 
or the mast of Christ. 

in an arrangement bringing 
them (lose to a wreath, nbbon^ 
or other materials that can 
easily catch fire. "Gandhi 
shouldn't be used on surfaces 
that are within the reach of 
small (hildren. say. by a slight 
tug on the tablecloth, warns 
Ray 

When away from home, or 
when you go to bed. turn off all 
the Christmai lights. And. 
never use ordinary Christmas 
lights on a motal tree, tierause 
they increase the danger of a 
shock 

If you have little children 
who pop things in their mouths, 
avoid trimming the tree with 
small or shiny ornaments like 
tinsel, icicles or tiny lights that 
may look good enough to eat. 

"Tinsel is now supposed to be 
free of lead, but old stock may 
still be available in some 
stores.' Ray said Buy only 
boxes labeled non-toxic." 

When disposing ol their 
trees, many people butn the 
trimmings from their branches 
in the fireplace. If bumnd a 
piaca at a lime, this shouldn't 
cause any problem. But piling 
up a otg mouno ot tiranches 
could cause popping and 
crackling and a large number 
of aparks. 

"So be careful, and always 
use a screen before the 
fireplace." Ray said. "Don't 
hang decorations of tinsel. 
Christmas cards or tree 
branches from the mantel 
where they could become ig-
nilad." 

Always make sura the 
dnaipar ia npaw hafere lighting 
a fire and ha ve the flue checked 
periodically to be sure it's free 
of accumulations of tar. Ade­
quate ventliation ia imporunt 
to prtvani Iha bulklmp of car­
bon moiioxida fropibo— Area. 

"And once thooe preaenta 
under the tree are opanad, 
galbar up aB the wrappioga 
fraa Iht trao and Hraplaoa 
araa and ranovo than fram the 

Ray says. 
Many oolorad gift wrapping 

paptra contain large amounts 
of lead and aonatimes 

Ftee Christmas Gifts 
Offered At Many Firms 

There's stOl a few days left 

*^ 

GREETII ivies 

A Christmas that sparkles and glistens . . . a Christmas 
where every child's v\'ish c o m e s true . . .̂ a faiiA-tale 

Christmas . . . that's our wi sh for you! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yeaff 

A^HBY OIL COMPANY 
Eagle Lake, Texas 

in which to visit kical 
business firms and register 
without obligation for many 
valuable prizes to be awarded 
at the conclusion of the 
pre-Chrislmas holiday shop­
ping. 

You may register at any of 
the following stores for these 
gifts, without obligation: 

Wflcoi Mhiimax 
Registrations are being 

taken at the Wilcox Minimal 
for four valuable prizes to be 
awarded on Dec. 24th. 
Included are: a Westinghouse 
Microwave Oven, a Little 
Tikes Railroad, a Christmas 
Stocking (the world's largest 
filled with toys), and a 
Mickey Mouse Clock. 

Rice Drug Stare 
The Rice Drug will award 

two eight foot tall stockings 
filled with games, toys, doUs, 
etc. and is taking registra­
tions, without obligation. 
One of the stockings was 
awarded during Santa's visit 
to the store last Saturday, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.. and 
the other at 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 23rd. 

Lake Crest Flower Shop 
Vou are invited to register 

for free gifts to be awarded 
by the Lake Crest Flower 
Shop at the corner of 
McCarty and Union streets 
as part of their annual 
Christmas open house which 
ends Wed., Dec. 24th. 

Miller's Grocery 
Miller's Grocery is taking 

registrations for a jackpot 
drawing in which a total ol 
S99 in cash prises will bo 
awarded at 4 p.m. Wed., Dec. 
24th. The prizes include: five 
SI prizes; two $2 prizes: one 
S5 prize; one $10 prize; one 
$25 prize; and one $50 cash 
prize. Only those 18 and over 
may register. 

Santa Glaus will be visiting 
Miller's Grocery from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. on Wed., Christmas 
Eve. 

Jo Ann's Dept. Stare 
Jo Anns department store 

will award a $100 gift 
certificate and other valuable 
merchandise prizes at 11 a.m. 
on Christmas Eve. Registe^ 
now at Jo Ann's at 105 N. 
McCarty without obligation. 

Colorado Savings A Leaa 
Colorado County Federal 

Savings and Loan Assn. of 
Columbus will award 
two valuable prizes on Tues., 
Dec. 23rd. There will be a 
prize of a 10 speed bicycle for 
the children; and a $500 gift 
certificate to some lucky 
mother or father. 

Eagle Lake Sewing Center 
Eagle Lake Sewing Center 

is taking registrations 
for a free sewinR basket 
to be awarded on Christmas 
Eve. Dec. 24th. 

Info On WCJC 
Spring Evening 
Classes Available 

Free copies of Spring 
Semester Evening Classes 
and enroUment applications 
for Wharton County Junior 
College in Wharton are now 
available from the olBte ol 
Bmen Hahy. regiatrar. 

Registratioa a schwhded 

7-8:30 p.m. for night 
which include hanking, offlea 
skills, dau proeeaainc. «aid^ 
ing, muaic law aiifiai waaai. 
real estaU. and a aunakar ol 
traditioMd '^mvonity |aral-
M" flflarim kr 

viito to Uw 

caitrm 
l iaaMll^i 
tion 
Ragiatrw's 
Omt$ Junior Calagt. I l l 
Boitag Highway. WWtan. 
Texaan4iB. 
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